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In a bold step to posi�on Nairobi as Africa’s mul�lateral hub, the government introduced new work permits under

the Kenya Ci�zenship and Immigra�on (Amendment) Regula�ons, 2024, Legal No�ce 155 of 2024 & Legal No�ce

198 of 2024

The proposed amendments were made in a bid to modernize and streamline work permit regula�ons and champion

regional coopera�on, economic opportunity, and global engagement, making Kenya a hub where partnerships,

talent, and investment can flourish.

 
Overview of New Work Permit Categories
Class N: Digital Nomad permit.

This permit is tailored for non-Kenyan ci�zens who work remotely for companies based outside Kenya. It allows

digital nomads—such as ICT professionals, graphic designers, and online teachers—to live in Kenya without needing

a local employer sponsor.

Other significant changes were:

Dele�on and Subs�tu�on of Class I with the Approved religious ac�vi�es permit

This class is issued to a person who is a member of an ins�tu�on registered under the Society’s Act and is engaged

as a missionary and whose ac�vi�es are directly involved in preaching or conduct of the religious worship and

rituals and whose presence in Kenya is of benefit to Kenya.

 
Introduction of Class P: staff members of the United Nations, diplomatic missions, inter-governmental
organizations, and international NGOs

This permit is designed for staff members of the United Na�ons, diploma�c missions, inter-governmental

organiza�ons, and interna�onal NGOs opera�ng in hardship regions. It aims to streamline the process for these

professionals and their families to reside in Kenya.

 
Introduction of Class Q: Religious or Charitable Organizations Staff Permit

This category targets individuals working for religious or charitable organiza�ons who are not directly involved in

preaching or conduc�ng religious services.

 
Introduction of Class R: East African Community Citizens Permit

This new category is specifically for ci�zens of East African Community (EAC) member states who wish to reside or

engage in employment or business ac�vi�es in Kenya or any other prescribed professional categories and who is not

a prohibited immigrant.

The introduc�on of these new permits is expected to have posi�ve implica�on in the posi�oning of Kenya as a

business hub and streamlining the work permit processes in the country.

By offering permits specifically for digital nomads, Kenya posi�ons itself as an a�rac�ve des�na�on for professionals

seeking flexibility in their work arrangements, the Class R permit simplifies the process for EAC na�onals, promo�ng

labor mobility within the region and fostering closer economic �es among member states and the Class P permit

supports Kenya's aspira�ons to be a diploma�c hub by accommoda�ng interna�onal staff more efficiently.

 

This ar�cle is provided free of charge for informa�on purposes only; it does not cons�tute legal advice and should be

relied on as such. No responsibility for the accuracy and/or correctness of the informa�on and commentary as set in

the ar�cle should be held without seeking specific legal advice on the subject ma�er. If you have any query

regarding the same, please do not hesitate to contact Immigra�on Department vide

WAImmigra�on@wamaeallen.com
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